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The Perform

er is only as good as the contributions w
e receive from

 the French W
oods 

com
m

unity.  Let us know
 w

hat is going on in your life.   Your cam
p friends love to hear w

hat you 
are doing.  D

o you have a perform
ance or concert com

ing up?  H
ave you seen or spoken to French 

W
oods friends?  H

ow
 did your sports team

 do this season?  W
e also w

elcom
e your photos and any 

creative w
riting you m

ay w
ant to see in print.  It’s your big chance!  W

rite us at P.O
. B

ox 770100, 
C

oral Springs, FL 33077-0100 or give us a call at 1-800-634-1703.
O

U
R

  e mail


 A
D

D
R

ESS IS adm
in@

frenchw
oods.com

. 
 W

e all love hearing from
 you!

P E R F O R M E R

F r e n c h  W o o d s  F e s t i v a l 
o f  t h e 

P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s



	 Fondly, 	
	 Ron
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	 I receive many letters, but this was one that I wanted to pass on. I think French Woods’ 
influence is very well described. Most of you will remember Alex as Sing General 2005. 

Dear Ron, 

	 I hope that everything at camp is running smoothly. Many campers have spoken to me and have 
already said that it’s an awesome summer. Being away from French Woods for the first time in eight years 
is a very strange feeling. It’s as if I perpetually am forgetting to do something, because staying home for the 
summer is so new to me. Marty and Fuzzy told me all about their short visit the other day. I won’t pretend 
for a second that I wasn’t jealous. Of course I won’t be long to visit, I’m planning on driving up with the 
boys soon.
	 In the fall I called you with a dilemma. I was stuck with having to decide between doing the school 
plays again or signing with Gold Star Talent Management (which you also helped set up). After talking it 
over with you and my parents, I signed with Goldstar in October of 2005. This has opened up many new 
opportunities. I’m in the city every other day auditioning for various commercials, radio spots, TV pilots, 
feature films, and more. It was a great move forward for me, so again – thank you. 
	 Recently, I have been keeping myself very busy. I’ve done a handful of student films, a few indepen-
dent movies, and written, acted and directed my own films (which star numerous FW alumnus). In June, 
I was away for a few weeks filming a web-show called “In Turn”. The show follows eight  actors as they 
compete for a 13 week contact on CBS “As the World Turns”. Unfortunately, they have me under contract, 
so I can’t say too much about it without paying the five million dollar penalty. I can say that I encourage 
you (and the WHOLE CAMP!) to check it out. 
	 Now for the most important page of the whole letter. In 1997, I went to my first sleep away camp. A 
neighborhood friend suggested I do it for eight weeks, so I did. I can’t remember a time when I was more 
miserable than the summer of ’97. The schedule was too rigid and my freedom to choose my activities did 
not exist. I came home early with no intention of ever returning not only to this camp, but to any camp 
whatsoever. The third grade went quickly, but I was still able to meet my partner in crime – Danny Tenzer. 
We decided to follow my sister Malorie’s lead and try French Woods. There we met a certain bald, skinny kid 
named Marty (who at the time resembled Gollum from “Lord of the Rings”, and Fuzzy, a kid who’s lifelong 
objective is: to agitate. Eight years later we’re as tight as ever. Your camp transformed me from a shy kid to 
an outgoing, fun, personable, confident man who gets all the ladies (who’s telling this story? Me or you?). 
At camp, I discovered my passions, best friends, and permanent home. Ron, I would not be the person I am 
today with out you. I value our relationship very much and hold you in the same admiration, respect, and 
love of anybody I know. 
	 Before I head off to another feature film audition, let me leave you with this quick anecdote. Last 
night, Marty Cohen, Fuzzy, Danny Tenzer, Ian Winograd, Scott McClain, and I met for dinner (as we regu-
larly do). As we ate, we told stories of camp that made us all laugh and smile. I looked around the table and 

realized that my life was good… Really good! 
And it’s all thanks to French Woods. 
	It’s foolish for me to think I could capture my 
gratitude in words, but I tried. I hope you are 
well and ready to loose in chess. I will be visit-
ing soon. 
Forever indebted – Your friend and student, 
Alex Charak
		 Alex was declared the 

winner of “In Turn” this 
summer and we hope 
that he continues to 
spend time at camp no 
matter where his career 
takes him. 

D e a r  F r e n c h w o o d i t e , 

O c t o b e r  B i r t h d a y s !

B e t h  B a c k s t a g e
	 We have just settled back into our home & organized ourselves back into the Florida office, 
only for Michael & I to head back north for the wedding of Erica Litke - one of my old cabin mates! 
The party looks like it will be a blast as I will get a chance to see many of the old crew. Many of them 
are having their own children now and I expect to see them at camp in a few years!
	 I’ve been going over the applications from last year’s staff and so many of our favorite staff 
members will be back for round two (and sometimes three or more!) We have been going through the 
hiring fairs and camper fair schedule and will keep you informed when we’ll be where - it’s always 
great to have you stop by or even help out!
	 We have quite a bit planned for next summer already. A new larger cabin 
for the youngest boys is already under construction. It will house multiple cabins 
in one with a central common area just like the girls junior lodge. The show list 
looks excellent & I’ve even done some work on the show calender for 2007. 
	  You can view the centerfold of this newsletter to see how many of your 
friends will be back with us. Will you be there? We hope to see you in 2007! 
						      All the best, 		
						      Beth



	 Nicole Marlin has been accepted into LaGuardia H.S. for the Performing Arts for vocal 
music. She is also in a show (with a theatre group called Applause) called Waiting for Life to 
Begin which will be performed on June 3rd and 4th at the Dicapo Opera Theatre.

	 Arianna Gass and Kristin Guerin just began rehearsals for their high school’s production 
of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  Arianna will be playing the role of Puck and 
Kristin will be playing Hermia.

	 Noah Weisbart will be performing the role of the soprano genie in the New York Metropolitan 
Opera’s production of Die Zauberflote (The Magic Flute). There are 16 performances beginning 
October 7th through March 8th.

	 Brittany Champey is the President of her Future Veterinarians Club and she and Allison 
Cowett are the co-chairwomen of the Drama Club at their middle school. 

	 Sydney Krulik will be performing in The Nutcracker with her dance troupe and will be 
performing in a production of  The Emperor’s New Clothes at the Day School. 

Had any French Woods staff knocking on your door? Any achievements or perfor-
mances we should know about?  Let us know for future issues of “The Performer”.

C a m p e r  N e w s

That’s the news and we’re outta here!!!

	 As of October 1st, 2006, there are only 259 days until session 1, 2007 begins.  There are only 277 days 
until session 2.

	 On the way home from camp, Kathy and I had the opportunity to see my grandchildren, Teddy, Lilly, and 
Danny, my, son, Josh, and daughter-in-law, Lynn in New Hampshire.  They are looking for a home in Newberry 
Port, Mass.  My son just began working as an orthopedic surgeon at the Leahy Clinic.  He now also has a pro-
fessorship at Boston University.  Lynn continues to work as a lawyer, while taking care of her family.  I’m on 
my way up to see them again for Lilly’s second birthday.  The we swung down to NYC to see my mother and 
daughter Jennifer, who is interviewing for assistant principalships.  I even got to spend some time with Alex and 
Ben Holtzman’s mom as we are both working on a not for profit project.  We also stopped in Maryland and had 
lunch with Geri Hulsey and her husband Steve.  All the Hulsey’s, Colin, Sam, and Lauren, are busy with school 
and sports.

	 We just missed seeing Nick and Tim from tennis who are baby sitting down in South Carolina for Venus’ 
kids, Ryan and Josh.

	 I saw all of my boys that played on my basketball team and came to FWF this summer, including,  Ryan, 
Nick, Joey, Alex, Reuben, Tyler, Danny, Ari, as well as Danny’s brother Chris.  We missed Arnau.  They are all 
trying out for their high school basketball teams and I wish them the best of luck.

	 Joey Champey has been going to basketball conditioning at his high school and can’t wait for the season 
to begin.  Erin is now applying to colleges as she is now over a month into her senior year.  Brittany has become the 
vice president of her thespian club.  She is also the president of the future veterinarians’ club.  Brittany is an avid 
animal lover and conservationist.  Very few of us know more about the animal world than Brittany Champey.

	 Many of you have asked me about Kathy, and I would like to report that she is doing much better.  Thank 
you all for your concern and support.

	 My youngest nephew had his bar mitzvah last week.  I also got to see my nephew Jared, and niece Sari 
(who now has two kids), who are both former Frenchwoodites.

	 I am planning on being in the Boston area during the early part of November and in LA in the latter part 
of November to visit with potential campers.  Hopefully, I will be able to see some of our French Woods friends 
as well.

	 I should be visiting France again from March 10th through the 19th in 2007.  Stay tuned for the details.

	 I am really excited about the happenings at camp.  More on the building and programming in my next 
newsletter article.

	 By the way, I believe that this summer at French Woods was the best summer yet.  I’ve been involved 
with French Woods for 25 years and it just gets better and better all of the time.  Great kids, great staff, wonderful 
program and activities, what more can you ask for.

	 I keep hearing about all the staff that’s traveling around the US and stopping off to spend time with our 
French Woods families who have opened their homes and hearts to them.  That’s also what French Woods is 
about.

	 Beth has already been in contact with so many of our staff that want to return next summer.

	 Well, it’s time for me to sign off.  So until next month.

								        Bye for now,

										             Isaac	
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W e ’ r e  A l r e a d y  R e g i s t e r e d !

Don’t see your Name? 

Add it now!
Call 

1-800-634-1703 
to register.

See you next Summer!


