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T

he Perform
er is only as good as the contributions w

e receive from
 the French W

oods 
com

m
unity.  L

et us know
 w

hat is going on in your life.   Y
our cam

p friends love to hear w
hat you 

are doing.  D
o you have a perform

ance or concert com
ing up?  H

ave you seen or spoken to French 
W

oods friends?  H
ow

 did your sports team
 do this season?  W

e also w
elcom

e your photos and any 
creative w

riting you m
ay w

ant to see in print.  It’s your big chance!  W
rite us at P.O

. B
ox 770100, 

C
oral Springs, FL

 33077-0100 or give us a call at 1-800-634-1703.
O

U
R

  e
 mail




 A
D

D
R

E
SS IS adm

in@
frenchw

oods.com
. 

 W
e all love hearing from

 you!

P E R F O R M E R

F r e n c h  W o o d s  F e s t i v a l 
o f  t h e 

P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s



 

A t t e n t i o n :
S u p e r 
C I T s

Due to the demand for Super CIT positions 
for the summer of 2009, we will be unable to 
register Super CITs after December 15th for 
the summer of 2009.  If you are interested in 
registering as a Super CIT for the summer 
of 2009 and will be seventeen years old at 
the start of the summer, please contact 

the office as soon as possible if you 
wish to reserve a placement!

Fondly, 		

Ron & Barbara
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	 It’s that time of year where we start to build all 
the many things we’ve had in planning stage. So here we 
go:
	 Say good-bye to girls 18 and senior lodges 1 & 2. 
These cabins will not be replaced in 2009. It is our inten-
tion to cut registration on the girls camp by sixty campers. 
On the other hand, we are building an additional boys 
junior lodge that will increase registration on the boys side 
by thirty three. With current sign ups bringing our totals 
to over 50% of capacity, our goals will be reached quickly 
this year. 
New for 2009: an air conditioned exercise center to 
include an aerobics and dance center, yoga and weight 
training; new tennis courts; a new volley ball court and an 
addition to our visual arts complex. A new circus building 
will be able to provide an area for a junior circus as well 
as a new skateboard park. Theater techies will be pleased 
to know that we have acquired an entire Broadway the-
ater’s lights and sound equipment as well as their seats. 
The seats will end up in the Scott Theater for the summer 
of 2009. 
This is an exciting time. Next week I’ll be headed back up 
to camp for a week. With all the projects we have going, 
I expect to be quite busy. Look for the mailing for Billy 
Elliot. Those of you who have not already seen it should 
expect a sell out situation for over a year. We have seats 

enough for most of the camp, but don’t 
wait. Once the reviews come out, tick-
ets will be very hard to come by.  
Keep your e-mails and phone calls 
coming - we love to hear from you!

D e a r  F r e n c h w o o d i t e , 

O c t o b e r  B i r t h d a y s !

B e t h  B a c k s t a g e
	 We have just settled back into our home & organized ourselves back into the Florida office! 
Michael and I spent a few days with Katy and Dan Mitton playing tourist in South Florida and are 
back to planning what looks like a great summer in 2009. We are also very excited to head back up 
to New York to see our friends in 13 on Broadway next month. We hear great things from all the kids 
who saw the teens only preview of the show in September!
	 I’ve been going over the applications from last year’s staff and so many of our favorite staff 
members will be back for round two (and sometimes three or more!) We have been going through the 
hiring camper and fair schedule and will keep you informed when we’ll be where - it’s always great 
to have you stop by or even help out!
	 The show list looks excellent & I’ve even done some work on the show 
calender for 2009.  You can view the centerfold of this newsletter to see how 
many of your friends will be back with us. Will you be there? We hope to see you 
in 2009! 
						      All the best, 		
						      Beth

	 The smell of smash success is in the 
air surrounding the opening of Billy Elliot on 
Broadway this season. Due to the anticipated 
sellout status of the show, we would like to 
announce this years Broadway trip early. 

	 The French Woods Broadway trip this 
year will be to see Billy Elliot! We will be 
sending out registration forms for the trip 
soon. You can also download them from our 
website at www.frenchwoods.com		
				  

		  See you there! 
		  The French Woods Family

B i l l y  E l l i o t 
O n  B r o a d w a y



 

	 As of October 1, 2008, there are only 253 days until session 1, 2008 and 273 days until session 2. What 
an incredible summer we had.  Registration is way up.  Ron is not resting on his laurels.  The new rock and roll 
center was an incredible hit, and Adam Levine and Jessie Carmichael of Maroon 5 attended our grand opening of 
this new facility.  They were great, and they performed with our kids and staff.
	 The new field house/recreation center is even more beautiful and functional than I ever expected.  The 
3 indoor full court basketball courts can be converted into tennis courts and volleyball courts.  We played indoor 
football, indoor soccer, street hockey, and so much more.  A good part of our old gym is now entirely converted 
into a huge, new and improved gymnastics facility.  Our skate-park has moved into a new home, and has had a 
total remodeling.  Our circus is expanding and will have a separate facility for the lower campers for performance 
and teaching space.  This additional circus area will allow our younger campers greater circus access. 
	 The junior lodges are a big hit and another one is coming this summer.  Our model railroad program was a 
camper favorite and our new costume shop just blew away any clothing warehouse in the country.  Our magic area 
continues to be enhanced and will have an extra performance space.  And I am sure Ron has even more surprises.  
He never rests and continues to make French Woods the most unique, educational, and comprehensive camp in the 
world.  Did I leave out fun?!
	 I was able to see my grand children again after camp.  Teddy is now 6, Lilly is 4 (went to her 4th birthday 
party) and Danny is 2 1/2 years old.  I played ball with the kids, took them to school and to their various activities.  
I can’t wait for them to become French Woods’ campers.
	  I got to see Shara, Steve, Jill, Jen, Peter, Sam, and various other staff members, as well as a great number 
of campers and their parents.
	 Kathy is doing fine for those of you that have asked.  We are going to visit Boston, Philly, Los Angeles, 
New York, Chicago, San Francisco, and Paris this year.  So stay in touch and I will let you know when we are off 
on “tour.”
	 I begin my basketball season at the Coral Springs Charter School very soon.
 	 Anyway, I am running out of space so I need to sign off. 
	 La Shana Tova. 

	 Bye for now,	 				  

I s a a c ’ s  C o r n e r
	 Eli Hockstein has been cast as Mike Teevee in his school’s production of Willy Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory.
	 Rachel Alex made principal flute in the Penellas Youth Symphony. Michal Zeleny made princi-
pal flute of the Greater Miami Youth Symphony.... very exciting!
	 Sherry McNamara is rehearsing for Swing Time with the Andrews Sisters at His Majesty’s 
Theater in Perth, Australia. 
	 Emma Kantor just finished her first feature film, As Good as Dead it is a physicalogical thriller 
staring Andi Mcdowell, Cary Elwes, Frank Whaley, Brian Cox and Matt Dallas. She played the daughter 
of Cary Elwes who was the lead. 
	 Morgan Luc Seftel will be acting, singing and dancing to Caribbean music in the musical Once 
On This Island.  The show will be performed November 20-24th at the Paul D. Schreiber High School in 
Port Washington, New York.  This is his 2nd performance in a high school musical directed by Cam Gelb, 
the mother of French Woods own director Josh Gelb.  Last year he acted and sang in Plain and Fancy 
as an Amish child. Morgan loved his first year at camp and will be returning for the 3 and 4th sessions 
again in 2009!
	 Mya Calhoun auditioned for The Imagination Stage Theaters Junior Ensemble, and made it.  
Mya said “ I think I got in because I did some of the things I learned in my Improv class at French 
Woods”.
	 Dan and Katy Mitton made the rounds in south Florida, visiting with all the Schaefers, hitting 
the French Woods office and touring the everglades and visiting The New World School of the Arts. 
	 Kira Weiss and Sonia Copple won the middle school division of the Stars of Tomorrow Show 
in Eureka, CA.  They sang a song they wrote and accompanied themselves on guitar and cello.
	 Nicole Mizrahi is a freshmen this year in a huge regional High School. She just had 3 days of 
auditions for the play and went up against seniors etc for a cast of only seven. She nabbed one of two 
female leads and credits her experiences and classes at  French Woods. She is looking forward to camp 
next summer!
	 Shara and Steve Crane have moved to Boston and are enjoying the fall after years of living in 
Florida. 
	 Alisha Feldman is playing the mother in Eugene O’Neill’s, Ah Wilderness! The play is on Friday 
October 24th & Saturday October 25th @ 7:30 P.M. at the Miniaci Theater on the campus of Nova 
Southeastern University. In addition, she would like to report that her family had three camp counselors 
from Ireland stay with her and then three from Australia!
	 Brittany Champey auditioned for various performances at Stoneman Douglas High School, and 
received roles in three shows, that will perform at various times throughout the year.  Douglas HS has 
one of the best theater programs in south Florida.  So it’s a real honor for her to have gotten these parts 
as a sophomore competing with juniors and seniors.  
	 Joey Champey worked hard this summer with James Robinson and Earl Wright, honing all of 
his basketball skills and will be playing varsity basketball at Stoneman Douglas High School this year.
	 Erin Champey has a great summer working as a counselor at Camp and is doing well in her 
second year at UCF.  She did have a multitude of camp visitors this month.

Had any French Woods staff knocking on your door? Any achievements or perfor-
mances we should know about?  Let us know for future issues of “The Performer”.

C a m p e r &  S t a f f  N e w s

That’s the news and we’re outta here!!!
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W e ’ r e  A l r e a d y  R e g i s t e r e d !

Don’t see your Name? 
Add it now!

Call 
1-800-634-1703 

to register.
See you next Summer!
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